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for SATB choir and solo cello, with strings or organ 
(and optional percussion).

A work of sublime beauty and quiet intimacy, hailed 
by Sir Neville Marriner as 'a valuable addition to the 
21st century choral repertoire'. 

Requiem is a deeply moving work, full of flowing 
melodies, soaring cello lines and startling choral 
textures.

Duration 30 mins

...AND WHAT OF MARRIAGE? (2016)
for SATB a cappella    |    text by Kahlil Gibran's The Prophet

In 2016 I was asked by my friend and singer Sheila Furse to compose a work to 
celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of her marriage to fellow singer Mike. Together 
we chose the colourful and poignant words of Kahlil Gibran: "Let there be 
spaces in your togetherness; and let the winds of the heav'ns dance between 
you".

This arrangement playfully depicts the imagery in Gibran's words, and the 
singing, dancing and joy that love brings, even after 50 years.

THE HURON CAROL (2016)
for SATB or SSAA a cappella    |    English text by Jesse Edgar Middleton

Evocative and beautiful, this traditional carol resets the Nativity story in the 
wilds of Canada, where 'within a lodge of broken bark the tender babe was 
found; a ragged robe of rabbit skin enwrapp'd His beauty round'.

My setting captures the cold majesty of the frozen landscape, as 'chiefs from far' 
bring gifts of fox and beaver pelt.



CRUX FIDELIS (2017)
for SATB a cappella    |    text by St Venantius Fortunatus

Composed to mark a visit of the Bishop of Sherborne to my village church in 
Holy Week 2017. 

I was inspired on hearing Palestrina's In Monte Oliveti, and set out to capture 
some of the mood of the piece, whilst introducing my own harmonic ideas. 

The stark juxtaposition in the words - contrasting fruit and foliage with the nails 
hammered into Christ's hands - leaves the music finely balanced between 
consonance and dissonance.

BALULALOW (2011)
for SATB a cappella    |    text by James, John & Robert Wedderburn

A gentle lullaby to the Christ-child, Balulalow was one of my earliest 
compositions, written soon after the Corpus Christi Carol. At the time I was 
trying to develop a harmonic language which sounded both modern and 
primitive. The piece had a restless, dreamlike quality; the unresolved cadences 
and gentle dissonance suggestive of an infant who isn't quite asleep.

Recorded by Kantos Chamber Choir (dir. Elspeth Slorach) on their debut CD 'The 
Silver Stars at Play', available on Prima Facie Records.

CORPUS CHRISTI CAROL (2011)
for SATB or AATTBB a cappella    |    anon. Medieval English text

A haunting setting of this wonderfully evocative Middle English text, Corpus 
Christi Carol was my first published choral composition, weaving austere 
Medieval harmonies with distinctive harmonic fluctuations of warmth and cold.

The gentle, fleeting dissonances provide a wonderfully subtle counterpoint to 
the bare intervals.

Recorded by The Queen's Six for BBC Music Magazine and Resonus Classics

NOEL: CHRISTMAS EVE 1913 (2016)
for SATB a cappella    |    text by Robert Bridges

A commission from Mandy Alford for her choir, the Parnham Voices. I was asked 
for 'a carol, bright and starry', and immediately thought of the poem by Robert 
Bridges, which encapsulates the fragile wonders of a crystalline winter's night. 

The imagery in the words - 'distant music', 'peels of bells', 'constellated sounds' 
and 'the bright stars singing' can only be described as a composers' dream!



CRUCIFIGAT OMNES (20016)
for SSSAA a cappella    |    text from Carmina Burana

Commissioned by the professional female quintet Papagena, for their Echoes 
from the Holy Land concerts of 2016.

I chose a text from the Carmina Burana, which tells of the fall of Jerusalem at 
the hands of Saladin, and the loss of fragments of the True Cross. 

The five singers are arranged in a cruciform pattern, giving rise to some 
spectacular panning effects. 

AND I SAW A NEW HEAVEN (2018)
for soprano, cello and organ pedals (with optional SATB choir)    
|    text by Book Revelation, ch. 21

Commissioned by Dartington Community Choir, to be performed for the first 
time alongside my Requiem at Buckfast Abbey, March 2019.

The unsettled time signatures and fluctuating modal melodies bring a dream-
like quality to the music, purveying the prophetic visions experienced by John of 
Patmos in the Book of Revelation. 

All of my music is available exclusively as PDF 
downloads from www.matthewcoleridge.com

Free PDFs are provided for evaluation purposes, 
with the option to buy a licence to print copies 
for your choir, and to perform the music. 

A print & perform licence costs £10 for shorter pieces, and 
£25 - £50 for the Requiem
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